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Introduction:
“Old” FamilySearch

Available databases:
Ancestral File
Pedigree Resource File
Int’l Genealogical Index (IGI)
Social Security Death Index
1880 U.S. Census

Original focus (1999):
Searching databases
Sharing information
Accessing FHL catalog
Research guidance
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FamilySearch:
Further Development

Same general
focus

A few more
databases
added

Improved
design
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So What is
“New” FamilySearch?

1st:
new.familysearch.org

2nd:
www.familysearch.org
(new version released
December 2010)
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1.  new.familysearch.org

Soon to be known as the FamilySearch
“Family Tree” application.

Designed to reduce duplication in research
and LDS temple work.

Combines Ancestral File, IGI, LDS church
records, Pedigree Resource File, and other
records.

In contemplation for almost 100 years.
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1.  new.familysearch.org

1912:
Let me suggest the future of this work.  I see the records of the dead

and their histories gathered from every nation under heaven to one great
central library in Zion—the largest and best equipped for its particular
work in the world.  Branch libraries may be established in the nations, but
in Zion will be the records of last resort and final authority.

Trained genealogists will find constant work in all nations having
unpublished records, searching among the archives for families and
family connections.  Then, as temples multiply, and the work enlarges to
its ultimate proportions, this Society, or some organization growing out of
this Society, will have in its care some elaborate, but perfect system of
exact registration and checking, so that the work in the temples may be
conducted without confusion or duplication.

– Nephi Anderson, "Genealogy’s Place in the Plan of Salvation," Utah
Genealogical and Historical Magazine 3 (January 1912): 21-22
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1. new.familysearch.org

1947:
“A universal system of intelligent cooperation will begin to

gather on one record sheet every fact in existence regarding
a particular family.  This wealth of data will insure accuracy
and banish error.  Expensive and time-consuming
duplication in research and repetitions in ordinances will be
eliminated.  No sooner will a new fact be uncovered in any
part of the world by a researcher than it will be
communicated to the Archives center and be assigned to its
proper place on some family record.”

– Archibald F. Bennett, Secretary, Genealogical Society of
Utah, Church News, December 20, 1947, p.20.
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1. new.familysearch.org
Sample Pedigree with Details
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1. new.familysearch.org
Sample Family Tree View



FamilySearch – How to Begin Spokane Washington North Stake Genealogy Conference
Page 9 March 26, 2011

2. www.familysearch.org
(New version)

Upgraded search engine

Access millions of new records

Access digitized images of original records

New collections being added on an ongoing
basis

Ability to search individual collections
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2. www.familysearch.org
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2. www.familysearch.org
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Summary:
Primary Purposes

new.familysearch.org:
for collaborating &
recording information

www.familysearch.org
(new version):
for original research
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New FamilySearch:
Registering

To use new FamilySearch (new.familysearch.org),
you must be registered.

New FamilySearch was originally available only
to members of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, for an extended testing
period.

As of February 2011, it is being made available
to some public users on a limited basis.
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New FamilySearch:
Registering

LDS Church members:
must have an online “LDS Account”

also used to access: Stake & Ward Websites
lds.org
LDS Employment Resources
LDS Online Store

Public users:
must have an online “FamilySearch Account”

also used to access: www.familysearch.org
FamilySearch Indexing
FamilySearch Research Wiki
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New FamilySearch:
Registering

Information Required to Create Account:

LDS Members
(LDS Account)

Public Users
(FamilySearch Account)

First & last name
Username (user-selected)
Password (user-selected)
Display name (user-selected)
Membership record number
Date of birth

First & last name
Username (user-selected)
Password (user-selected)
Display name (user-selected)
E-mail address
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New FamilySearch:
Where do you register?
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New FamilySearch:
Where do you register?

If already
registered, just
sign in with
your username
and password.
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New FamilySearch:
Registering

When you click on “Register for the new
FamilySearch”, you will see this screen:

Select the type of account to create.
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New FamilySearch:
General Public Registration

First Name
Last Name
Display Name
Gender
User Name

Password

E-mail
Alternate E-mail
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New FamilySearch:
LDS Member Registration

Membership No.
Date of Birth
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New FamilySearch:
So, Now You’re Registered

General Public View:
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New FamilySearch:
So, Now You’re Registered

LDS Member View:
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New FamilySearch:
Getting Started - First Step
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New FamilySearch:
Profile

Lets you edit:
- your name
- user name (for login purposes)
- display name (“contact name”) (name other users will see)
- password
- e-mail addresses
- mailing address (not shared unless you allow it)
- phone number (not shared unless you allow it)
- helper access number (for church members only)
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New FamilySearch:
Preferences

What information do you want other people to see about you
when you contribute information?
- Contact Name (display name) will always appear
- You may choose whether to show your full name, mailing
address, phone number, and e-mail address, or any of them.

When you search for an individual, how do you want to enter the
name?
- Separate fields for first & last name, or one field for full name

In what language do you want to use FamilySearch?
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New FamilySearch:
Getting Started - Next Step

Gives you access to tutorials and user guides.



FamilySearch – How to Begin Spokane Washington North Stake Genealogy Conference
Page 27 March 26, 2011

New FamilySearch:
Begin Building Your Family Tree

(either one
works)
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New FamilySearch:
Begin Building Your Family Tree

For LDS church
members, information
from church records
will be automatically
loaded.

Public users will start
with a blank slate.

Living persons will
show up in italics.

Information about
living persons does
not display except to
those who entered it.
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New FamilySearch:
Begin Building Your Family Tree

Children

To start,
you will be here.

Parents & grandparents

Couples are shown together,
with the husband’s ancestors “up” and the wife’s ancestors “down”
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New FamilySearch:
Family Pedigree

Differs
from the
traditional
pedigree
chart.
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New FamilySearch:
Enter Information on Yourself
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New FamilySearch:
Enter Information on Living Family

Manually add living parents, grandparents, spouse,
children, and other living direct-line relatives.



FamilySearch – How to Begin Spokane Washington North Stake Genealogy Conference
Page 33 March 26, 2011

New FamilySearch:
Adding Deceased Relatives

Always search FIRST to see if they are in the
database already, before adding them anew.
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New FamilySearch:
Adding Deceased Relatives

To do a search,
enter as much
information as
possible.

The system will
look for likely
matches.
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New FamilySearch:
Adding Deceased Relatives

Close
matches

Partial
matches

If no match, click on Add
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New FamilySearch:
Adding Deceased Relatives

Please do not contribute a GEDCOM file right away.
(A “GEDCOM” file is a file of family history information exported from
a genealogy program.)

Many GEDCOM files contain information that is already in the
system.  Adding your GEDCOM file might introduce duplicate
records that have to be combined manually.

If the database does not already contain some of your ancestors,
you may contribute a GEDCOM file containing the missing
information.
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New FamilySearch:
Adding a New Person
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New FamilySearch:
Data Entry & Standardization

Names:

Spell names out; use initials only if that is all you have.

Use proper capitalization.

Nicknames, married names, etc., should be entered in the
special fields designated for those (rather than John “Jack”).

The system will attempt to distinguish between given names &
surnames, but may need help.

Examples: Augustine Van Newton  (surname is Newton)
Jacob Van Orden  (surname is Van Orden)
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New FamilySearch:
Data Entry & Standardization

Dates & Places:

When you begin typing dates & places, a drop-down list of
standardized dates & place-names will appear.
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New FamilySearch:
Navigation

Move the individual to the primary position.

The individual has other spouses (click to show).

The individual has other parents (click to show).

Show one more generation of ancestors.

Show one more generation of descendants.

Click on an
individual’s
underlined
name to see
personal
information.
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New FamilySearch:
Individual Summary

Shows what you have selected as the most correct information on the person.
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New FamilySearch:
Detail View

Shows what all
contributors have
put in for this
person.
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New FamilySearch:
Parents & Siblings

Shows where the person fits into his or her parents’ family.
Allows you to access information on other family members.
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New FamilySearch:
Spouses & Children

Shows the person’s marriages and the children of the
presently viewed marriage.
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New FamilySearch:
Timeline & Map

Lets you map out events in the
person’s life both on a map and
on a yearly timeline.
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 FamilySearch.org
(the new version)
1. Default search is
historical records
(indexes & images).

2. Can also search
family trees.

3. Browse & search
collections by
location.

4. Access free
articles, online
courses & info on
how to get started.
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Can’t find something
you used to use?
Go to the old site.
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New FamilySearch
– How to Begin

THANK YOU FOR COMING!

This presentation will be available for
viewing at my website at:

www.informationsmith.com


